THE FAIR PLAY DEPARTMENT

and ask him his foundation for such an asser-
tion. Presumably, he never receives my letter,
for he never answers it. I write him again,
with no better results. I then publish a contra-
diction in the newspapers. Then some enter-
prising correspondent interviews him, and he
states the question is true, but it is below his
dignity to reply to Mr. Roosevelt. As a matter
of fact, he either does know or ought to know
that no such question has ever been asked."

I wonder now, does any one of the editors
who loudly wail over the " weak surrender "
of the President, these days, to malign forces
of their imagination, really believe that of the
man who single-handed bade defiance to the
whole executive force of the Government,
when the knowledge that he was right was his
only weapon; or is it just buncombe like the
Senator's dignity?

And yet, on the other hand, when he had to
do with a different element, honest but not yet
persuaded, note the change from blow to argu-
ment. I quote from a speech he made to a club
of business men in the thick of the fight:

" We hear much of the question whether
the Government should take control of the